
 

 

The WHFF Council met in person at the beginning 
of September in Budapest, Hungary.  
  
The WHFF Type Harmonisation Working Group 
report was presented by the Chair, Gerben de Jong. 
The Working Group asked that members be careful 
using old trait definitions, as if they keep using old 
definitions the trait correlation will be of no use. The 
Working Group felt that all members need to convert 
to the new definitions as soon as possible. Please 
make sure your herd books’ geneticist is aware of this 
issue. Working Group member Cy Letter (US) has 
retired and the Council approved his replacement as 
Tim Abrahamson (US). 
 
The WHFF Monogenetic Traits and Registration 
Working Group report was presented by the Chair, 
Lindsey Worden. There was a discussion about 
moving BLIRD to a different category, however more 
information is required about frequencies, and more 
scientific papers. There is a new paper that has been 
published by CDCB, showing a relationship between 
animals positive for BLIRD and the effect of main 
traits. If you have any updated information on BLIRD 
especially the frequencies, please send to  
worldholstein@gmail.com 
 
The Working Group are compiling a survey to get an 
update on the usage of micro satellites and SNPs in 
member countries. Working Group member Tom 
Lawlor (US) has retired and the Council approved his 
replacement as Dr. Sam Comstock, (US). 
 
The WHFF Inclusivity of More Performance Data 
Task Force report was presented by Chair Martino 
Cassandro. The Task Force wishes to find out the 
breeding goals used in WHFF members’ official 
breeding programs to see whether countries are 
diverging. The Council talked about taking data from 
robots and agreed that the data and the way it is 
reported should be harmonised. The Task Force was 
concerned that many farmers don’t realise that 
robot data is not an official ICAR standard.  
Task Force member Rohan Butler has left Holstein 
Australia and so leaves the Task Force. The Council 
approved Chris Bartels (Canada) replacing Linda 
Markle (Canada).  
 
The Virtual Cow on the WHFF website is out of date 
and needs to be rewritten. This would be very 
expensive and from the responses to the 2024 Virtual 

Cow Survey, very few WHFF members are using it. 
The Council decided to remove it from the WHFF 
website and not to re-develop this tool. 
  
ICAR have started a second phase of the Brian 
Wickhan Young Persons Exchange Program. The 
topic “Discovery, Approval and Management of 
Genetic Abnormalities” is to be researched by Colin 
Lynch, who works for Lactonet in Canada. The topic 
will include beef and dairy genetic traits. 
 
The topic of Data Ownership was presented by 
Chair Martino Cassandro. The objective of the topic 
is to create awareness amongst WHFF members 
about data ownership. The EFFAB Code of Conduct 
leaflet has been placed in the news section of the 
website for you to view click here. Martino will be 
arranging a webinar on this topic. More news to 
follow later in the year. 
 
The Biodiversity Project began in April 2021. An 
update was presented by Martino Cassandro who 
has run this project for WHFF. Data from 15 
countries was compared for genetic diversity and 
the results were discussed by the Council. Data from 
missing countries will be sourced, and then again 
presented to the Council at their next meeting. 
 
The Global Methane Genetics project has just 
begun and was presented by Martino Cassandro. 
This project is funded by Bezos Earth Fund and 
Global Methane Hub is co-ordinated by Roel 
Veerkamp & Birgit Gredler-Grandl (WUR). The 
objective is “Accelerating Genetic Progress to 
reduce methane in ruminants”. Martino will 
maintain contact and update the Council and WHFF 
Members at the next Council meeting. 
 
The topic Beef on Dairy was presented by László 
Bognár. There was a long discussion after which it 
was decided that the Council would have a further 
dedicated zoom meeting in November to continue 
discussion on this topic. 
 
Finance was presented by Suzanne Harding. The 
2024 WHFF financial accounts were approved as 
were the WHFF Ltd accounts. The WHFF Ltd accounts 
are externally audited and comprise of the WHFF and 
EHRC accounts as WHFF Ltd. 
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Under Any other Business Jun Kurita asked if any 
Council members were aware of the existence in 
their organisations of very special sculptures made 
100 years ago of the US True Type Cow by Japanese 
sculptor Gozo Kawamura. 100 pairs of the coloured 
true type animals were gifted or sold internationally. 
Holstein Japan have one male and female cow and a 
research institute in Japan owns one female cow but 
have no idea who owns the missing 98 statues. This 
request is to find out their whereabouts for the Gozo 
Kawamura Memorial Museum. If anyone has any 
contacts, please ask about them and email 
worldholstein@gmail.com. 
 
The Council were taken to a very interesting 
Hungarian farm on the day before the Council 
meeting. Solum Zrt was founded in 1991 and is one 
of the top three Dairy farms in Hungary. The farm is 
in partnership with Sano Agrar Institute. The farm 
has 2,500 hectares of arable land of which 1,200 
hectares is irrigated. They grow 250 – 300 hectares 
of potatoes and the remaining land is for bulk feed 
and fodder for the cows. They have two dairy farms 
with a total herd of 2,500 and an average lactation 
yield of circa 14,000 kg milk.  

 
They say their production performance is proof of 
the synergy between high-level genetics, technology 
and cow comfort. Breeding goals are to increase milk 
yield, breed efficient healthy cows, to accelerate 
genetic progress through individual breeding 
programs and bull selection based on HUNGENOM 
(Holstein Hungary genomics offering) and HGI 
results. Their aim is to provide maximum comfort for 
cows throughout their lives. 

 
The WHFF Council made a presentation to the farm 
manager Mr Balázs Komlósi.  
 
The WHFF Council have a Zoom meeting scheduled 
for March 2026, so please let me know if you have 
any topics you would like discussed.  
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Left to right: Martino Cassandro (Italy), Thierry 
Menard (France), Lindsey Worden (US), Stephan 
Schneider (Germany), László Bognár (Hungary), 
Suzanne Harding (SG), Cherilyn Watson (New 
Zealand – President), Jun Kurita (Japan), Carlos 
Ignacio Herrera (Colombia), Chris Bartels (Canada),  
and Gerben de Jong (Netherlands). 
 
The Council would like to thank László for the 
excellent organisation and program in Budapest. 
 
Dates for your Diary:  
 
The following dates are planned: 
 

13th to 17th April 
2026 

Type Harmonisation 
Workshop, Hungary. 

2028 WHFF Conference and 
General Assembly, 
Australia 

 
Please remember to send in your news stories, show 
details, and pictures of your Holstein Champions for 
the website: www.whff.info 
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