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June 2026 was Conference month — EHRC in Warsaw, Poland and ICAR in Verona,

Italy.

The 33" EHRC Conference and General Assembly
was held in early June in the beautiful city of
Warsaw, Poland. The Conference theme was “Dairy
Farm of Tomorrow — Innovation, Challenges and
Inspiring the Next Generation”.

Session 1 was entitled “Inspiring the next
Generation” and there were young speakers from
Finland and Germany followed by a presentation -
European Farm Policy on Generational Renewal.

Session 2 had the topic “Breeding for Climate
Resilience”. The speakers spoke to the challenges
and ways of breeding for resilience and heat
tolerance in Holstein Cows. Concluding the session
was a presentation about the development of a
genetic evaluation for methane.

The topic for Session 3 was “Data-Driven Dairy
Breeding”. The presentations ranged from A Global
Perspective on Dairy Breeding Objectives through
CFIT (Cattle Feed In Take) measured using 3D
cameras, to breed for lower methane emissions.

The last Session was titled “The Future of
Genetics”. The presentations began with The Future
of Genomic Selection Utilising Al and dense DNA
Data. This was followed by Beef on Dairy -
Consequences for Herd Books, and a presentation
from INTERBULL. The final presentation of the
Conference was Gene Editing and New Genomic
Techniques (NGT).

The presentations are available on the EHRC
website https://www.euholsteins.com/conference-
documents/

Unfortunately, due to ill health | was unable to
attend the Conference, so my report is brief, but |
have been told that it was a truly memorable event.
Many thanks to the Polish Federation of Cattle
Breeders and Dairy Farmers for their excellent
organisation and hospitality.

The 2026 ICAR 75th anniversary Conference was
hosted by ICAR in Verona, Italy. ICAR’s
predecessor was created in Verona in 1951 under
the name of the European Milk and Butter
Committee. Over the years ICAR has expanded its
work profile to include genetics, sensor recording,
animal identification and certificates of quality, to
name but a few. ICAR has 134 members across 60+
countries, with 9 working groups, 4 sub committees
and 11 board members. It has important
partnerships with I1SO, FAO, WHFF etc.

The theme for the Conference was “Shaping the
Future of Sustainable Livestock”

There were sessions on Genetics and Phenotyping,
Milk Analysis, Heat Stress, Methane mitigation and
much more. As usual many sessions ran
concurrently, so my report details those sessions |
attended. For a complete overview, please visit the
ICAR website.

During the Plenary session, there was an interesting
presentation on Global Livestock Sustainable
Transformation. These are my key takeaways.

« Climate change requires livestock systems to
become more sustainable and resilient.

« Sustainability involves balancing planet, people
and profit, not just reducing carbon emissions.

« Livestock can contribute to a bio-circular
economy through efficient resource recycling.

o Agriculture differs from other sectors because
it aims for net zero rather than complete
decarbonisation.

« Both GWP100 and GWP* are needed to
understand methane's climate impacts.

« Stable biogenic methane emissions differ
fundamentally from increasing thermogenic
methane emissions.

« Improving efficiency, reducing inputs, capturing
carbon and adopting better land management
are all complementary mitigation strategies.



Nutrition should focus on maintaining healthy,
nutrient-dense diets rather than simply
reducing red meat consumption.

The first Technical Session spoke about the
Advances in Genetics and Phenotyping.

The limitation of selection in US Dairy Cattle
was discussed with the suggestion that
substantial additional selection gains are
achievable in all breeds with US genomic
evaluations, however physiological constraints
may limit progress.

The Genetic association between methane and
other traits in Norwegian Red Cows used green
feed equipment to estimate the methane per
cow per day. They found that high methane
had unfavourable correlation with production
and conformation traits, lower methane
correlation with direct calving traits and
fertility.

A BWYPEX (Brian Wickham Young Persons
Exchange) presentation - Discovery, approval
and management of genetic abnormalities in
cattle had been co-driven by the ICAR DNA WG
and the ICAR Breed Association WG. This
presentation gave an ideal world solution for
the co-ordination, engagement,
communication, research and collaboration
required to manage historic and new genetic
traits in Holstein Cattle.

Prediction of methane emissions based on milk
fatty acid profiles was investigated using green
feed. Because direct methane measurements
are expensive, they investigated using MIR milk
spectra. They found that the prediction of
methane using milk FA shows similar
performance to milk MIR spectra. Using milk
MIR spectra favours cows with a negative
energy balance as well as those with
consistently lower de novo FA synthesis — so
may compromise animal health and fertility.

Technical Session 4 was titled “Heat Stress, Health
and Welfare: Genetics and Management”

The first presentation in this section covered
how to breed for climate-smart dairy cattle,
where there will be production vs adaption
trade-offs, and those dairy cattle with a higher
degree of heat tolerance will have lower
methane. Concluding that methane reduction
is comparable to heat tolerance.

Genomic prediction of heat tolerance from
rumen sensor data in Australian cows reported
that farmers are worried about reducing

production if they breed for heat tolerance. It
concluded that sensors need to be
standardised to give clear comparable data for
farmers.

A project in France on detecting heat stress
using milk composition data was presented.
They found an increase of urea content when
there was higher heat stress. Decision trees
were developed and showed that protein
content is the most informative, where if it
increased there was no risk of heat stress but if
protein deceased there is a risk of heat stress.
There were other interesting presentations in
this session, and | would urge you to look them
up on the ICAR website.

Technical Session 8 was titled “From Measurement
to Genetics: Methane Emission and Feed
Efficiency.”

Cattle Feed In Take system to identify cows
measuring feed intake and body weight using
3D cameras was the first presentation.
Heritability of feeding behavioural traits was a
talk about New Zealand growing dairy bulls.
They used feeding behaviour as a proxy for
measuring feed intake. They found a strong
relationship between the number of meals,
meal duration, meal size and found that it was
not how long bulls feed for, but how fast they
feed that was genetically correlated with feed
intake.

Another BWYPEX presentation looked at a
comparison of methane measurement devices
and alternative predictors in dairy cows. The
main conclusions were that farm sniffers have
a low disruption to the cows, but they need
good placement and are best used for weekly
concentration. Milk MIR has high potential but
needs continued validation. Raw records need
to be cleaned and validated etc before they can
be used to create a breeding value.

Technical Session 13 was titled “Exploring Current
and Future needs for Livestock Science and the
Farming Community”

European Network on Livestock Phenomics (EU-
LI-PHE) is an international initiative aimed at
facilitating the application of phenomics in
animal breeding. They coordinate action and do
not research directly. EU-LI-PHE have an
interdisciplinary research network and are
funded by the EU. They co-ordinate meetings,
workshops, grants, training schools, short term
missions, virtual mobility rants, dissemination



activities. To be eligible to apply for grants
organisations must be represented on one of
their working groups.

« An ICAR/IDF Sensor Initiative presentation
explained that much sensor data was collected
but was unused. Validation of sensor systems is
the foundation and increases trust in the
systems.

« BROMEDIR is the Development and evaluation
of a miniaturized FT-MIR instrument for in-farm
milk analysis. This commercial presentation was
very interesting. Their device weighs 1 kg and is
11cm cubed. They have transferred the models
to prototypes and have much work still to do
improving the signal and shortening the models’
signal.

All presentations are available on ICAR.org

Congratulations to Martino Cassandro (ANAFIBJ) for
his successful nomination to the ICAR Board.

New Councillors for Canada and Japan

The Council warmly welcome
Greg Dietrich as the new
Councillor representing

: ;

Canada. He replaces Chris
Bartels.

We also welcome Mr
Junichi Yamano of
Holstein Association
of  Japan who
replaces Mr Jun
Kurita following his

recent retirement.
Jun served on the
WHFF Council for
over 10 years and
was a valuable and
respected member
of the team.

The WHFF Council have a meeting scheduled for
October 2026, so please let me know if you have any

topics you would like discussed.
worldholstein@gmail.com

Dates for your Diary:

The following events are planned:

34 October 2026 | WHFF Council Meeting,

Madison, US
Spring 2027 WHFF Council Meeting,
Zoom
2027 ICAR Conference, France
January 2028 Type Harmonisation
Workshop, New Zealand
January 2028 WHFF Council Meeting,

Melbourne, Australia

January / February | WHFF Conference and

2028 General Assembly,
Australia

2030 EHRC Conference, Lake
Garda, Italy

Please remember to send in your news stories, show
details, and pictures of your Holstein Champions for
the website: www.whff.info

Welcome to World Holstein Friesian Federation (WHFF), The objective of the Federation is to
improve, develop and promote the Holstein Breed.
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